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Definitions  

Affordable Warmth is the financial 
ability of householders to heat their 
homes adequately  

 

   

 
 

 

Old definition: If householders are 
paying more than 10% of their 
income on keeping warm to this 
temperature, they are living in  

   Fuel Poverty  

 

 

 

21ęC -  in the living room  
(no longer a necessity in the óUK Cold W eather Planô) 
 

18ęC -  in any other  
            occupied room  



A new indicator for fuel poverty  
óLow Income, High Costô 

A household is said to be fuel poor if:  

ÅTheir income is below the poverty line; and  

ÅTheir energy costs are higher than would be typical.  

 

It also uses a fuel poverty gap. This is the difference 

between a householdôs modelled bill and what their bill would 

need to be for them to no longer be fuel poor . 

 

This new approach therefore provides an indicator of the 

óextentô and ódepthô of fuel poverty. 

 



Cherwell            56,678              4,348                 7.7  

Oxford            55,330              5,273                 9.5  

South Oxfordshire            54,066              4,761                 8.8  

Vale of White Horse            49,370              3,942                 8.0  

West Oxfordshire            43,215              3,957                 9.2  

LA Name  
Estimated number 
of households  

Estimated 
number of Fuel 
Poor 
Households  

 Proportion of 
households fuel 
poor (%)  

Fuel poverty in Oxfordshire  
(2012 data; 10% definition)  



Fuel poverty in Oxfordshire  
(2012 data; LIHC definition)  

Cherwell            56,678              3,716                 6.6  

Oxford            55,330              6,851               12.4  

South Oxfordshire            54,066              3,854                 7.1  

Vale of White Horse            49,370              3,410                 6.9  

West Oxfordshire            43,215              2,991                 6.9  

LA Name  
Estimated number 
of households  

Estimated 
number of Fuel 
Poor 
Households  

 Proportion of 
households fuel 
poor (%)  



Fuel poverty in the UK (1996 ï 2011)  



Current levels of fuel poverty  

Department of Energy and Climate Change  

(DECC) in 2014 estimates the current levels of 

fuel poverty in England to be  

 

10% measure: 3.2 million households, a reduction of 

0.3 million from the previous year  

LIHC measure: 2.6 million, a reduction of 0.1 million 

from the previous year.  



Fuel poverty targets  

ÅEradicate fuel poverty among 

vulnerable  households  

in England by 2010  
ÅEradicate fuel  poverty 

among all households  

in England by 2016  

UK Fuel Poverty Strategy  
(Feb 2001) 



Possible causes  

Lack of 
knowledge on  

how best to use 
heating systems  

Unsustainable / 
unfair energy 

prices  

Under 
occupancy  

Health 
conditions  

Poorly insulated 
homes  

Difficulty in 
achieving 
affordable 

warmth  

Low household 
income  óBrokenô homes 

Inefficient heating 
systems  

Fear of high 
bills  





Hard to Treat Properties  

 
Some properties across Kent are referred to as 
Hard to Heat/Treat :  

 -  off the gas network (use oil, LPG and 
electricity)  

 -  solid -walled properties (costly to insulate)  

 

These properties are more difficult to keep warm, 
so the residents are more likely to be in fuel 
poverty.  


